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Great picture from Barry Daly of a frosty start on the Mohaka before  

the floods that have kept us all off the water for weeks 
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Club Meetings  
 
Meetings continue to be held on the first and third Wednesday of the month at 
7pm at the Waimarama Surf Life Saving Club in the Splash Planet car park in 
Hastings.   
 

5th August – An evening with Steve Wheeler – the Knife  Man 
Steve is coming to this session after having to pull out of the July 
meeting.  We look forward to a return visit from this popular speaker and 
do bring cash or cheques as Steve always has excellent knives and 
accessories on sale. 
 
19th August – Fly Tying Evening  
Patterns to be decided on the night.  If you have any patterns or 
techniques that elude you, pipe up and say so as there are always 
people willing to help you get proficient in tying new patterns.  
 
2nd September – Fishing DVD Evening 
Murray Boaler is arranging the big screen and a selection of DVD’s to get 
us in the mood for a spring and summer of trout fishing.  DVD’s include 
one on fishing for browns during a ‘mouse year’ which contains 
spectacular footage.    
 
16th September – Fly Tying Evening 
Perhaps we could tie mouse patterns after being inspired by the DVD’s! 

 
Presidents Report  
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Forthcoming Club Trips   
 
At the time of writing, there is one space available for the week long trip to the 
South Island , from 1st to 8th November.  Dereck Gregory has done a sterling 
job in organising this trip and the final place is offered on a first come first 
served basis.  A week’s accommodation and both ferry crossings for under 
$270pp is incredible value.   
 
The whole club has been emailed this opportunity already, incredibly with no 
response, so if you are a member outside of the Hastings region, or a recipient 
of this newsletter from another club who fancies giving this a go, then do give 
Dereck a call as you would be welcome to join us. 

Accommodation will be at the Maruia River, (click here for a map) but with a 
week’s fishing there will be the chance to range far and wide into the region to 
fish many of New Zealand’s most famous rivers before they get thrashed by a 
trillion overseas visitors a month later.  Interested anglers should call Dereck 
directly on 06 8733077 & I’d advise you act sooner rather than later. 
 
We have Turangi trips planned for August and September to make the most of 
the winter runs.  When you consider how far some overseas anglers travel to 
fish this region at this time of the year, it would be madness not to take 
advantage of these trips just a couple of hours from our doorstep.   
 
Also, remember that Patagata Lodge on the second weekend of each month 
continues to be available to members free of charge.   
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As usual, please call Club Captains Steve (06 833 6465) or Paul (06 870 0961) 
to book a place on forthcoming trips. 
 
 

Planned Trips 
 
8th & 9th August Patangata Club Weekend. – spaces available  
 
15th & 16th August Turangi – spaces available  
 
12th & 13th September Patangata Club Weekend – spaces available . 
 
19th & 20th September Turangi – spaces available 
 
1st – 8th November  South Island Trip – see above for details  
 
 

 
 
Club Captain’s Report 
����������	  
Brent’s Presidents Report pretty much says it all.  The coldest Hawke’s Bay 
winter for 60 or 70 years and certainly the wettest I’ve experienced have kept 
most of us off the rivers for weeks so there is little to report in this skinny 
newsletter. 
 
The June club trip to Patangata was eagerly awaited by many as we wanted to 
get some rods onto the tributaries in this first extended season, but alas it 
wasn’t to be thanks to heavy rains.  Reports suggest that several club members 
went out to the lodge and had a damn good time in the pub until the televised 
first test against France dampened the mood, but I get the impression most 
fishing rods didn’t see the light of day. 
 
Since then, there hasn’t been another club trip as we decided to give it a break 
in July, which was probably a smart move given the amount of rain last month. 
 
One point worth making is to give Lake Tutira a go when cabin fever finally gets 
the better of you.  I haven’t heard rave reports from there this winter, but haven’t 
blanked there myself in several visits this winter and have managed some good 
sized fat rainbows that were great in the smoker, even if they don’t fight too 
hard.  I also had a sizeable grass carp follow the fly right in to my feet, before 
thinking better of it.   Just fishing the late afternoon into dusk seems to do the 
trick, with slow-intermediate lines and woolly buggers twitched along the drop-
off on the Northern side of the lake producing reasonable results.  Alternatively, 
fish like the locals with hi-d lines and floating egg patterns.  That way you can sit 
in your deck chair, drink beer and yarn with your mates until it gets dark, 
occasionally putting up with the interruption of a fish swallowing your ‘fly’ and 
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chasing your rod down the bank.  I can think of worse ways to spend an 
afternoon. 
 
Do give either myself or Paul a call if you fancy giving either of the Turangi 
weekends a go, and don’t forget that suggestions for club trips are always 
welcomed.  One has already led to a week-long trip to the South Island coming 
to fruition, so we look forward to another spring and summer of outstanding 
fishing trips home and away dreamt up by members. 
  
Tight Lines - Steve & Paul  
 
 

 
A letter from Canada from Hastings Club Member 
& Annual Visitor to Hawke’s Bay, Red Hooper. 
July12, 2009  
 

 
 
Fishing has only really just started in the rivers. Winter snows cause the rivers 
to fresh at about June 20, the longest day of the year in this part of the world. 
They are falling now but still running at about 8 knots and are clearing. The 
Thompson is the nearest river to my home as it flows through the city of 
Kamloops.  
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Not too much fish here  in the city as the trout school near the entrances and 
exits of the lake to the west of us as they await the young salmon smolt that 
hatched last spring return to the sea.  Last week two of us went about 40 
minutes west to a point where not only salmon lie but also stone flies hatch. I 
managed two fish (albeit very small by Mohaka standards) but good enough to 
take home and smoke on the Barbie.  
 
Last night it was lake fishing. These have been open for over two months but 
gardens prevented me going out. We only got very small fish and returned all of 
them, A hatch was starting as we left the lake and larger fish were breaking 
surface. The best part was the wild life. An eagle was at the lake bothering the 
duck families and seemed to get a couple of young. We got a good look at it as 
ospreys tried to chase it away. As we drove off the parking lot two large black 
bears walked away into the tree some 50 feet away from us. Catching fish is not 
the only thing one does when fishing here. Watching the animals is a wonderful 
extra. I have tried to get the eagle so it was able to be sent and also a shot of 
the leisurely way one fly fishes in a lake. 
 
Next week I drive to Vancouver Island for a week of salmon fishing. Last time I 
brought home a 32 pound Chinook. I hope to better that this time. However, as 
all of you know, one can’t second guess fish , the weather or as often happens, 
killer whales coming in for a feed when you on the water. 
 
Three days in Heaven 
Once in a while one gets the chance to have terrific fishing.  For me it was the 
first time I had fished the Mohaka two years ago with Barry and Paul. However 
this past week was an equal. I travelled to a friend on Vancouver Island (who 
incidentally has a small winery) and had three days with him fishing salmon.  
 
Four years ago I got a 15kg spring and wanted to better it this time. It was not to 
be. The springs were there but were attracted to our lines. Let me explain how 
one fished for these fish. Firstly one has to be in the area, close to shore,where 
they feed at low tide change, then the lines are baited with an anchovy attached 
to a 20cm flasher and lowered to anywhere from 30 to 60 m. by way of a heavy 
lead ball. The boat moves against the tide over underwater hills that cause 
water upwellings. This troubled water stirs up the small feed fish and you hope 
to imitate one of these and fool a big one. One tries to keep the bait about 2 m 
above the bottom. When a fish strikes, the baited line pulls free of the lead ball 
and you reel it in, in the traditional way, which I am sure I do not need to explain.  
 
I was unsuccessful. I should mention often one has to get up at 4.00am to be on 
the water for the tide change. But I am getting ahead of myself.  There always 
adventures when I fish with my friend John Wrinch. This time we set off at 5.30 
am having secured the boat to his 4x4. I was in charge of attaching the boat. 
We had barely gone 300m when there was a huge bang and the bow of the 19 
foot boat was through the window of the vehicle. We were lucky we were on 
fairly flat road, and being early, the cops did not pass us as we quickly jacked 
the tongue level with the ball hitch and got the boat back on tow bar. This time I 
was not allowed to see it was firmly on. We drove to Sooke about 35kms from 
Victoria, and soon were out on the Spring (Chinook) salmon grounds. We fished 
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for several hours in the area we had all caught the big ones before, to no avail. 
So as we could not go back home with nothing we went searching for other 
sorts of salmon, namely Coho and Pinks.  
 
These fish grow to some 3-5 kgs and are attracted by using small different 
coloured plastic lures that represent small squid.  They are called “Hoochies”. 
We fish for these salmon about 1km out to sea and at 12m deep. I got the 
record for lost fish. In an hour I had lost 5 landed 12 and had to return 9 back to 
the sea. A person can keep 4 fish per person but cannot keep Coho that have 
spawned in the wild. 9 of those fish were wild coho. You can tell a wild one from 
the hatchery fish for the hatcheries remove the small fin just ahead of the tail. 
We caught 4 of these. At one time we had 3 fish on at the same time. Steering 
the boat, netting a fish and making sure lines don’t tangle causes a lot of 
colouful language to be used not to mention we were in a fleet of 55 other boats 
all having the same experience. 
 
On the way home we found a person selling old commercial crab pots and we 
bought two. These are like a crayfish trap. Next day was a 4.00am start and we 
took the traps and the fish heads for bait with us and set them in 10m of water 
in the inlet. Now it off to the best place to get big fish, but was nothing again and 
the water was very choppy. So out to sea and we get another 10 pinks and two 
coho. I got a 4kg wild one and it was over the side to great disappointment. By 
2.00 in the afternoon we had had enough and went back to the boat launch got 
in the truck and headed for Mom’s Café. This small place makes the best 
homemade pies in Canada and we tucked into them as were now heading out 
for an evening high tide change fish. We bucked huge waves 3 kms up the 
coast to Otter Point looking for the elusive springs and got two touches but 
nothing landed. There were no other boats there so that should have told us 
something. The fish finder showed hundreds on the bottom, much to our 
annoyance.  
 
So it was back to the crap traps. Here we were very successful. The allowance 
is 4 crabs per person so we took 12 very large ones and reset the traps for the 
next day with some pieces of pink salmon. Supper that night was fresh crab, 
salmon and salad and local wine at 10.30pm. It was a long day! My friend 
Chuck Douglass joined us the next morning, and were away by 8.30 am to 
check the traps, re-bait them with yesterday’s fish heads, and out for another go 
at the Chinooks. The traps had over 40 crabs in them so we baited these threw 
out the small ones and left the large guys for our return. The springs were 
somewhere else again so it was out to the pinks and coho. No hatchery fish but 
many pinks and we soon had our limits and headed in to pull the traps. We took 
13 crabs from the first trap all about 25cms across and dumped 20 back into the 
water. The second pot had fewer but larger crabs so we had to sort what we 
had caught and keep the biggest males.  
 
The women folk, bless their hearts, had cooked yesterday’s crabs and had 
supper ready. We had a few fish to clean and make ready to transport the 
400kms back to Kamloops the next day. Once home the smoker was made 
ready and the other fish bottled. Truly a wonderful 3 days. 
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Salmon galore   
 

 

 
and crabs too  
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Hastings Anglers Club 
Committee 2008/2009 

PRESIDENT Brent Simonsen  06 8749133  chris.bennett@xtra.co.nz 

53 Whakapirau 
Road 
Maraekakaho 
RD4 
HASTINGS 

TREASURER Paul Elstone 06 8700961 riverside@igrin.co.nz 
6 Stafford Place 
Clive 

CLUB CAPTAINS 
Paul Elstone 
Steve Evans 

06 8700961 
06 833 6465 

riverside@igrin.co.nz 
steve@peoplecentral.co.nz 

 

LODGE CUSTODIAN Brian Cottington  06 8768626 briancott@clear.net.nz 
 

SECRETARY Steve Evans 06 833 6465 steve@peoplecentral.co.nz 
8 Lighthouse Rd 
Napier 

 
FISH & GAME LIASION  Graeme Jobey 06 8797537 g.j.jobey@clear.net.nz 

 

 
COMMITTEE Ken Hyett 06 8771885 hyett30@xtra.co.nz 

 

 
Barry Daly 06 8785763 barry.narina@actrix.co.nz 

 

 
Mark Hyett  06 8799649  hyett@xtra.co.nz          

 

 
Brian Fennessy 

8785622 
 

brian.fennessy@paradise.net.nz 
 

 

 
Doug Hamilton 06 8778503 coll.doug@actrix.co.nz 

 

 
Patrick Hegarty 06 8774227 patrick@paynet.co.nz 

 

 
NEWSLETTER Steve Evans 06 833 6465 steve@peoplecentral.co.nz 

 

WEBSITE Marty O'Grady 06 8440213 msogrady@xtra.co.nz 
 

  


