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Eager students get some top tips from Gary Harlan on the second day of the 

Patangata Club weekend in November   
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Club Meetings 
 

Meetings continue to be held at 7pm at the Waimarama Surf Life Saving Club in 
the Splash Planet car park in Hastings.  Please note that club meetings 
continue to run at one per month on the first Wednesday of the month until June. 
 

4th February –  First  club meeting of the year, including a session 
from Leighton Simmons, Didymo Advocate for Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Council  
Leighton will take us through current efforts to stem the spread of 
didymo, focusing on Hawke’s Bay and how we continue to play our part 
as anglers.   
 
After, there will be a chance for members to catch up on the fishing 
fortunes the summer break gave us and to confirm numbers, dates & 
details for the reorganised February club trip to the Ruakituri.  
 
4th March – Speaker/Event to be confirmed  
We’ll email/post the event and/or speaker details to you closer to the 
date but are hoping to have a session at the recently opened Hunting & 
Fishing store in Onekawa.   

 

 
Presidents Report 
 
Hi all and Happy New Year. 
 
I hope you all had a chance to get out with family and friends and enjoy the 
summer sun so far and to get in a spot of fishing. 
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All looks well for the coming season with several trips already booked up with 
the first to the Mohaka and Waiau at the end of the month. 
 
The club trips are a great way to see new water and to get to know club 
members. The highlight for me this year will be the Rotorua trip as I have only 
briefly fished in this area with limited success. It’s always challenging fishing 
new water as techniques change from area to area and you always learn 
something new about our fish. 
 
The weekends at Patangata have been supported well but it would be nice to 
see a few more down there. We have a great fishery in the Tuki and with some 
80km of water to fish, opportunity is boundless. 
 
Now the silly season has passed we can all settle into 2009 which looks like a 
stunner weather wise. Get out and do a bit of fishing! Reports from all the rivers 
have been good with high numbers of fish being caught. 
 
Fish are now starting to hold in faster water as the temperature goes up and fish 
seek the cooler, well oxygenated water. This is always a place to target them as 
they don’t have time to inspect your fly and strike positively.  
 
I ended 2008 on a high by landing my first Kingfish from a friend’s boat. 
Unfortunately it wouldn’t stretch to the size limit but what a fight! I was 
disappointed that it was under size as while I was landing it, I already had it 
streaked and sizzling on the BBQ, oh well, that’s how it goes. I might have to go 
out again and try for another (damn) 
 
Once again, all the best for 2009. Hope to see you all soon.  
 
Tight Lines Brent 
 
 
 
 

For SaleFor SaleFor SaleFor Sale    

 

Composite development IM7  5wt  4 piece rod, bag and tube. 

Scientific anglers system 2LA  678   large arbour fly reel. 

 

Offers accepted   Mark Elstone  8700 173 - 027 2300 496 
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Protect Our Waterways ‘Check Clean Dry’ 

 

 Protect Our Waterways: Check, Clean, Dry  
Didymosphenia geminata, commonly known as didymo or rock snot, is a species of 
diatom (a type of alga) that grows in freshwater waterways. Didymo is an unwanted 
organism, and knowingly spreading it could result in a jail sentence or up to $100,000 
fine.  
 
Didymo can form large mats on the bottom of lakes, rivers and streams. This can affect 
stream habitats and sources of food for fish and make recreational activities like 
kayaking, fishing, boating and swimming unpleasant. Didymo is native to temperate 
Northern Hemisphere areas. Until Didymo was found in the Lower Waiau River of the 
South Island in 2004 it had not previously entered the Southern Hemisphere.  
 
Currently, no North Island sites have tested positive for containing live didymo. The fact 
that this invasive alga is microscopic means that it can be transferred between 
waterways and start new colonies very easily. Didymo cells can remain viable for 
months after leaving a waterway if kept moist. The most effective method for controlling 
this pest is to stop its initial spread. To do this, treat every waterway as though it has 
didymo. To slow the spread of didymo or other freshwater aquatic pests it is essential 
that all freshwater users ‘Check Clean Dry’ any gear that has come into contact with 
the water before entering another waterway.  
 
When leaving a waterway ‘Check’ for and remove any visible clumps from gear and 
leave these at the site or in a rubbish bin if it is too late. There are several different 
ways in which freshwater users can ‘Clean’ their gear depending on which is most 
suitable. Items must be soaked in recommended cleaning solutions until fully saturated 
plus for an additional minute to kill didymo. Solutions which can be used are 5% 
dishwashing detergent or nappy cleaner, 5% saline solution or 2% household bleach. If 
none of these methods are suitable items can be soaked in very hot water (above 
65°C) for at least 1 minute or in hot water (above 45°C) for at least 20 minutes. More 
absorbent items require longer soaking times to allow for saturation. In addition, items 
can also be frozen to kill didymo. If items are not cleaned using the above methods 
they need to be completely ‘Dry’ to touch for at least 48 hours before they can enter 
another waterway. Still the most effective method however is to restrict the use of 
equipment to a single waterway.  
 
For further information on didymo and specific cleaning methods visit: 
www.biosecurity.govt.nz/pests/didymo/cleaning  For suspected didymo finds contact 
the MAF hotline on 0800 80 99 66.     
 
Leighton Simmons 
Didymo Advocate 
Hawke’s Bay Regional Council 
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Crafty’s Joke Slot 
 

A man and a woman who have never met 
before find themselves in the same sleeping 

carriage of a train 
 

After the initial embarrassment they both go to 
sleep, the woman on the top bunk and the 

man below. 
 

In the middle of the night, the leans over, 
wakes the man and says “I’m sorry to bother 
you, but I’m awfully cold and was wondering if 

you could get me another blanket” 
 

The man leans over with a glint in his eye and 
says “I’ve got a better idea, just for tonight lets 

pretend we’re married” 
 

The woman thinks for a moment, “Why not”, 
she giggles 

 
Great, he replies, “Get your own damn 

blanket!”    

 

Forthcoming Club Trips  
  
Please note that the monthly free Patangata club weekend will not take place 
on the second weekend of February (7th & 8th) as there is a long-standing 
booking that we need to honour. 
 
Also note that the Manawatu trip for February has been replaced with a 
Ruakituri trip brought forward from May. 
 
Any members wanting to join an away trip should call either Steve Evans on 06 
833 6465 or Paul Elstone on 06 8700961. 

Planned Trips 
 
14th & 15th February Ruakituri. Spaces Available 
 
7th & 8th March Patangata Club Weekend. Just turn up! 
 

21st & 22nd March Ohakune & Central Plateau. Spaces Available 
 
11th & 12th April Patangata Club Weekend. Just turn up! 
 

25th & 26th April  Rotorua Region. Fully Booked. 
 
9th & 10th May  Patangata Club Weekend. Just turn up!  
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Club Captain’s Report 
  

Since penning the last report way back in November, the club has had some 
excellent and well attended away trips and three club weekends at Patangata, 
the first of which involved the club competition on the Saturday and a group 
lesson from Gary Harlan on the Sunday. 
 
When you look at the trips we have organised until May, which we expect to be 
equally well attended, then we look to have an angling club in great shape for 
providing great company, and great fishing to both newcomers to fly-fishing and 
seasoned rods alike. 
 
A few phone calls to various members to gauge how well the regions rivers are 
fishing in advance of writing this revealed that many of us have spent more time 
chasing sea-fish that trout over the summer, but the rivers look to be in good 
shape and promising more excellent fishing for the remainder of the summer 
and beyond. 
 
Do take a look at the forthcoming club trips listed on the previous page and call 
either Steve or Paul with any queries, or better still to confirm your place.   
    
Tight Lines - Steve & Paul  

 

 

Club Competition – 8th & 9th 

November 2008  
Paul Elstone 

We had 12 people fish the Saturday which worked well as we had 6 beats in the 
am and 6 different in the pm. 
 
The pairs fished for 1.5 hrs each and the other controlled. We met up at Lodge 
for lunch and set out again. Very hard fishing with only 7 fish landed for the day. 
Many fish lost and a few blanks recorded. River was in pretty good condition 
and cleared more as the day went on. A great barbecue was supplied by the 
club on Saturday evening and then many tales were told of fish lost. It was great 
to see a few of the newer members come along and join in. 
 
Results. 
Overall winner P Elstone. ( managed to land 2 fish) 
Biggest fish am. P Elstone 46 cm brown. 
Biggest fish pm. G Jobey 56 cm rainbow. 
Smallest fish am. B. Daley 32 cm 

Smallest fish pm. B Fennessy. 25 cm. 
Average length (40.71) G Sye. 39 cm. 
Most fish lost in one beat. S Seymour 3. 
Fished by themselves.( partner never turned up till lunch). M Elstone. 
Hard luck. P Frizzel. ( broke rod.) 
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All these fishers won prizes kindly sponsored by the club and Crafty's at 
Stortford Lodge. 
  

Sunday we were lucky enough to have Gary Harlen along for a day on the river. 
Those that came along and there were a good number, were shown how to 
spot, where to look and how to fish to different circumstances. It was geat to 
see fish and a lot of them. I think Gary caught a dozen or more then the 
afternoon he helped all of us to improve our fishing. It was a day well spent and 
I know I have a number of new things to try and a few things to think about. 
 

Gary is going to do this again this season so keep an eye on your newsletter 
and get out there. 
 

 

 
Gary Harlan catching fish to order despite the crowds 

 

 

 
Gary in action again 

 

 
The Tuki gets pretty wide in places 

 

 
Club Captain, Paul Elstone received first prize in the 

competition from President Brent Simonsen   
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Rangateiki Club Trip – 22
nd

 & 23
rd
 November 

2008 
Steve Evans 
A dozen or so members rolled up to Erewhon Station on Friday evening for a 
long weekend of fishing the Rangateiki.  Many had taken the Friday to fish 
either the Rangateiki itself or the long list of fantastic rivers you have to cross on 
the Taihape Rd from Hastings. 
 
I got the chance to join Murray Boaler for a walk up the Ngaruroro and had one 
of my best days of the year watching big rainbows come up to big dry cicada 
patterns in deep pools, or having explosive rises out of nowhere in fast riffles.  
Over two months after that day, I can still see those fish coming up to inspect, 
and often take the fly and will be back there for sure before the summer is out. 
 
Saturday saw all of us splitting up to fish differing stretches of the Rangateiki, 
some joining Ross on his raft, others heading downstream of Springvale Bridge, 
while I joined three others to fish upstream to the base of the gorge.  With 
another dozen rods on the water from the Wellington Club, and a few campers 
at the bride trying their luck, the river got an absolute hiding that day, but there 
were plenty of smiling faces and fishy tales told around the dining table that 
evening suggesting that most people got a good days sport in great company.   
 
Sunday saw everyone splitting up to try other rivers, the consensus being that 
the Rangateiki needed a well deserved rest.  Club members ended up at 
Whanawhana, the Taruara and upper Tutaekuri, with most reporting getting into 
a few fish to finish off an outstanding club trip and one I hope to repeat. 
 

 
Rangateiki just below the gorge  

 

 
StJohn Wakefield rolls a nymph through one of 
many beautiful runs above Springvale Bridge 
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Huge stonefly nymph on the Rangateiki 

 

 
 
 

      
 
 
 

 
Murray Boaler with a fine Tararua rainbow caught on the Sunday of the trip 
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Outstanding Opportunity on Lake Waikaremoana 
 

"Wanted, someone handy with basic carpentry and painting skills to do 
a little work on our old boat Matariki moored at Waikaremoana, in 
exchange for use of the boat.  She's a 1930 Mullety, and needs a 
little work on one side where there are a few spots of minor rot next 
to the upper window, needs a little bog and a paint up there, as well 

as a bit of paint on its hull, which is sound, and the ceiling 
inside.  We would pay for all equipment obviously.  She's nice and 

wide and comfortable, probably the slowest boat on the lake, but who 
cares!  Just the thing for exploring some of the lovely bays at the 

back end of the lake, and the cruising browns in them..  A couple of 
days of work and we'd let you use her to your hearts content for a 

year (when we're not using her, which is most of the time) 
Call Harry for more info at 8340619 

 
 

 
 
 

Never too hard. 
Murray Boaler 

 

Are you keen to go to the Taruarau? 

I’ll go anywhere. Have rod will travel. 

Two days before we are due to go and my knee plays up. Off to the Doctor 

but not looking good. It is a 2 hour walk in and 3 hour walk out. There is a 

bloody great hill in the way! From the end of the Comet Road there is a 

climb of 280 metres, about 30 minutes up to the trig. Another 30 minutes 

along the top and then the big 

descent down to the river. 

With a dodgy knee I was a 

little worried about lasting 

three days. Instead of leaving 

early morning, we put off 

leaving until 6.00pm to give 

my knee a bit more time to 
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recover. So at 6.00pm Marty arrived to pick me up and off we set for the 

Comet Road car park. 

 

7.30pm and we set off up the hill heading to the river for a two night stay. 

A week previously we had left some gear there stashed close to where we 

planned to fly camp. 

 

The last half hour progress was a bit slow as darkness over took us and the 

track was a bit tricky in the dark. 10.00pm and we reach camp, out come he 

fold out chairs and a couple of beers. Ahead lay two days of fishing in 

paradise. 

 

Day one see’s us head off up stream, the goal being to fish up to the 

Ikwatea Stream. There was not a single cloud in the sky all day, the fish 

were friendly and the scenery spectacular. It’s hard not to look at the hill, 

did I mention that there is a hill? From the 

river you can not see the top of the hill 

and you always know that you have to 

climb it to get out. But that’s not today. 

Today is about fishing and fish we did. 

Surely there can be nothing better than 

seeing a trout come from the depths to 

smash your dry fly or chase it down 

stream and pounce on it. 

To fish in a place like this to totally awesome, to fish it with Marty is a 

honour as he is a gentleman and scholar. Also mighty fine company and a 

good fisherman. 

 

Can life get any better than this? 
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Day two saw us head down stream. Often you can not go that far unless the 

river is low, which it was. The terrain is more rugged down stream and 

progress was a bit slow as with my knee brace I was not moving as free as 

usual. We did not go down too far as we had to climb out that afternoon. 

 
Along way up.  
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We had two days great fishing in a wonderful place, so will the hill ever be too hard? 

 
 

Note from Visiting Anglers & New Club Member Pat 
Kennedy 
 
"Steve, just a short note to thank yourself and the Hastings Fishing Club for the 
opportunity to enjoy a great 5 days in your area. Coming from Australia my 
mate, Russell, and myself saw it as a great privilege to be able to join the the 
club and stay at the lodge at Patongata.(And yes we did eventually get the 
pronunciation correct). We were lucky to run into several of your members 
including Brent and Ken.  
   
The fishing kept us challenged most of the time and though we landed quite a 
few of those lovely Tuki Tuki rainbows we found plenty that wanted nothing of 
our offerings. I can still picture half a dozen big fish sitting in the shallow water 
at the top of a hole at the Shag Rock access. 
 
A real highlight was the day on which you took us up to the Mohaka. What a 
start to the day with a double hookup for Russell and myself within the first 
couple of casts, and yourself into another fish as soon as you put the camera 
back in your bag. While it would have been too much to expect that sort of 
action to continue it was great to fish such a renowned river as the Mohaka. 
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Pat Kenedy & mate Russel, visiting from Canberra get a double-hookup on the Mohaka  

 
   
We look forward to meeting yourself and some of your fellow members when 
we come back in the future.  
 
Regards Pat Kennedy" 
 
 
A Cure For Snoring  
Six blokes go on a hunting trip.  
 

Their tents only have room for two men in each.  
 

No one wanted to sleep in the same tent as Daryl because he snored so badly.  

 
They decided it wasn't fair for just one of them share with Daryl the whole time, so 

they decided to take turns.  
The first bloke to sleep in Daryl's tent comes to breakfast the next morning with his 

hair a mess and his eyes bloodshot. 

His mates ask, 'Crikey, what happened?'  
He answers, 'Daryl snored so loudly, I just sat up and watched him all night.' 

The next night it was a different bloke's turn.  
 

The following morning, same thing, his hair is all standing up and his eyes are 

bloodshot.  
His mates ask, 'Gees, what happened to you? You look awful!' 

He says, 'Bloody Daryl shakes the roof. I just sat and watched him all night, I 
couldn't sleep.' 

The third night was Frank's turn.  
 

Frank was a big, burly, ex-footballer; a man's man.  

 
The next morning he comes to breakfast bright-eyed and bushy-tailed.  

'Good morning,' he says cheerfully. 
His mates can't believe it.  

 

They ask, 'Blimey, what happened?' 
Frank says, 'Well, we got ready for bed. I went and tucked Daryl into bed and kissed 

him good night.  
 

Then he sat up and watched me all night 
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Hastings Anglers Club 

Committee 2008/2009 

PRESIDENT Brent Simonsen  06 8749133  chris.bennett@xtra.co.nz 

53 Whakapirau 
Road 
Maraekakaho 
RD4 
HASTINGS 

TREASURER Paul Elstone 06 8700961 riverside@igrin.co.nz 

6 Stafford Place 
Clive 

CLUB CAPTAINS 
Paul Elstone 

Steve Evans 

06 8700961 

06 833 6465 

riverside@igrin.co.nz 

steve@peoplecentral.co.nz 

 

LODGE CUSTODIAN Brian Cottington  06 8768626 briancott@clear.net.nz 

 

SECRETARY Steve Evans 06 833 6465 steve@peoplecentral.co.nz 

8 Lighthouse Rd 
Napier 

 

FISH & GAME LIASION  Graeme Jobey 06 8797537 g.j.jobey@clear.net.nz 

 

 

COMMITTEE Ken Hyett 06 8771885 hyett30@xtra.co.nz 

 

 

Barry Daly 06 8785763 barry.narina@actrix.co.nz 

 

 

Mark Hyett  06 8799649  hyett@xtra.co.nz          

 

 

Brian Fennessy 
8785622 

 

brian.fennessy@paradise.net.nz 

 

 

 

Doug Hamilton 06 8778503 coll.doug@actrix.co.nz 

 

 

Patrick Hegarty 06 8774227 patrick@paynet.co.nz 

 

 

NEWSLETTER Steve Evans 06 833 6465 steve@peoplecentral.co.nz 

 

WEBSITE Marty O'Grady 06 8440213 msogrady@xtra.co.nz 

 

  


